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NATIONWIDE  CRACKDOWN 
ON  ODOMETER  TAMPERING 

A  nationwide  attack  on  automobile  dealers  and 
private  selleis  who  tamper  with  odometers  to  cheat  car 
buyers  has  been  announced  by  DOT'S  National  Highway 
Traffic  Safety  Administration  (NHTSA).  Dr.  James  B. 
Gregory,  NHTSA  Administrator,  said  the  attorney  general 
of  every  state  with  an  anti-tampering  law  in  force  has 
been  requested  to  join  with  the  Federal  Government  to 
"halt  this  continuing,  multi-million  dollar  fraud  on  the 
public." 

A  recent  survey  completed  for  NHTSA  disclosed  that 
less  than  half  of  the  Nation's  used-auto  dealers  have 
been  complying  with  federal  laws  that  require  an  odom- 
eter mileage  statement  to  be  furnished  with  every  auto 
sale.  The  same  survey  showed  that  private  sellers  have 
been  meeting  the  requirement  less  than  10  percent  of 
the  time. 

"We  are  opening  a  national  drive,"  Gregory  stated, 

continued  on  page  7 


CITIZENS'  COMMITTEE  ADVISES  DOT 
ON  RAILROAD  TERMINAL  REUSE 

Meeting  in  Seattle,  Wash.,  DOT's  Citizens'  Advisory 
Committee  on  Transportation  Quality  endorsed  the  con- 
cept of  reusing  historically  and  architecturally  significant 
railroad    terminals   as   intermodal   transportation   centers. 

Citing  authorization  for  such  action  under  the  In- 
termodal Terminal  Demonstration  Program  in  the  Am- 
trak  Improvement  Act  of  1974,  the  Committee  made 
recommendations  for  study  by  DOT  in  implementing 
the  legislation. 

The  Committee,  whose  members  are  appointed  by 
the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  said  it  endorses  the  idea 
of  transforming  the  railroad  terminals  into  intermodal 
transportation  centers;  or,  when  this  isn't  feasible,  other 
commercial  uses.  But,  the  Committee  added,  architec- 
tural integrity  of  the  structures  should  not  be  violated. 

The  advisory  group  also  recommended  that  demon- 
stration programs  incorporate,  from  the  initial  planning 
stages  through  the  completion  and  operation  of  the 
project,  substantive  citizen   participation. 


COLEMAN   IS  NEW  SECRETARY 
OF  TRANSPORTATION 

William  T.  Coleman,  Jr.,  became  the  Nation's  fourth 
Secretary  of  Transportation  on  March  7,  1975,  when  he 
was  administered  the  oath  of  office  at  a  White  House 
ceremony.  Secretary  Coleman  entered  office  following  a 
distinguished  career  in  law,  business  and  public  service 
that  included  advisory  or  consultant  positions  to  four 
Presidents. 

At  the  time  of  his  nomination,  he  was  the  senior 
partner  in  the  law  firm  of  Dilworth,  Paxson,  Kalish,  Levy 
&  Coleman  of  Philadelphia  and  special  counsel  to  the 
Southeastern  Pennsylvania  Transportation  Authority. 
Additionally,  he  was  a  director  of  Pan  American  World 
Airways,  Inc.,  Penn  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company, 
First  Pennsylvania  Corporation,  Philadelphia  Electric 
Company  and  Western  Saving  Fund  Society.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  board  of  governors  of  the  American 
Stock  Exchange  and  a  trustee  of  both  the  Rand  Corpora- 
tion and  The  Brookings  Institution. 
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Coleman  is  New 

Secretary  of  Transportation  (continued  from  page  1) 

Born  in  the  Germantown  section  of  Philadelphia, 
Secretary  Coleman  attended  local  public  schools  and 
was  graudated  summa  cum  laude  in  1941  from  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  is  a  1946  magna  cum 
laude  graduate  of  Harvard  Law  School,  where  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  editors  of  the  Harvard  Law  Re- 
view and  recipient  of  the  Joseph  E.  Beale  Prize. 

Secretary  Coleman  began  his  law  career  in  1947  as 
law  secretary  to  Judge  Herbert  F.  Goodrich  of  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  Third  Circuit.  The  next  year  he 
became  a  U.S.  Supreme  Court  law  clerk,  serving  on  the 
staff  of  the  late  Justice  Felix  Frankfurter. 

Secretary  Coleman  has  held  several  national-level 
pubic  service  positions.  In  1969  he  was  a  member  of 
the  U.S.  delegation  to  the  24th  session  of  the  United 
Nations  General  Assembly;  in  1971-1972,  a  member  of 
the  National  Commission  on  Productivity;  from  1963  to 
1975,  consultant  to  the  U.S.  Arms  Control  and  Disarma- 
ment Agency;  in  1964  senior  consultant  and  assistant 
counsel  to  the  President's  Commission  on  the  Assassina- 
tion of  President  Kennedy;  and  from  1959  through  1961, 
a  member  of  President  Eisenhower's  Committee  on 
Government  Employment  Policy. 

An  ardent  defender  of  civil  rights,  Secretary  Cole- 
man was  one  of  the  authors  of  the  legal  brief  that  per- 
suaded the  Supreme  Court  in  1954  to  outlaw  segregation 
in  public  schools.  In  1965,  he  was  retained  by  former 
Governor  Scranton  of  Pennsylvania  to  assist  in  removing 
racial  restrictions  at  Girard  College  in  Philadephia.  He 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  National  Legal  Commit- 
tee, director,  member  of  the  executive  committee  and 
president  of  the  NAACP  Legal  Defense  and  Educational 
Fund.  He  has  also  served  as  a  board  member  and  presi- 
dent of  the  Earl  Warren  Legal  Training  Program. 

Among  the  professional  organizations  with  which 
Secretary  Coleman  is  or  has  been  associated  are  the 
American  College  of  Trial  Lawyers,  the  Council  on  For- 
eign Relations,  the  American  Law  Institute,  the  American 
Bar  Association  and  the  American  Arbitration  Association. 

In  1945,  Secretary  Coleman  married  the  former 
Lovida  Hardin,  then  of  New  Orleans,  La.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coleman  have  three  children — William  T.  Coleman,  III, 
Lovida  Hardin  Coleman,  Jr.,  and  Hardin  L.  Coleman. 

FAA  ADOPTS  SAFETY  STANDARDS 
FOR  AIRPORT  X-RAY  UNITS 

A  new  regulation  governing  the  installation  and  the 
safe,  efficient  operation  of  X-ray  machines  used  by  air- 
lines to  screen  the  carry-on  luggage  of  air  passengers,  has 
been     issued  by  DOT's  Federal  Aviation  Administration. 

The  regulation,  effective  April  4,  1975,  provides  that 
all  such  machines  must  comply  with  radiation  level 
standards  set  by  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  of 
the  Department  of  Health,  Education  and  Welfare.  This 
compliance  must  be  verified  by  a  radiation  check  when 
the  equipment  is  installed  and  every  six  months  there- 
after. 


It  also  requires  that  a  radiation  check  be  made  each 
time  a  machine  is  moved  unless  the  airline  operating  the 
equipment  can  show  that  it  was  designed  so  that  it  can 
be  moved  without  altering  its  radiation  level. 

In  the  case  of  X-ray  machines  using  a  radiation  level 
of  less  than  one  milliroentgen  (one  thousandth  of  the 
standard  unit  of  measure  of  radiation),  the  airline  will 
be  required  to  post  a  sign  advising  passengers  that  while 
ordinary  photographic  film  would  be  unharmed  by  the 
radiation,  X-ray  or  scientific  film  could  be,  and  that  it 
should  be  removed  from  the  luggage.  Where  the  radia- 
tion level  is  more  than  one  milliroentgen,  the  sign  must 
warn  that  all  kinds  of  film  should  be  removed.  Passengers 
may  request  and  receive  a  hand  search  of  carry-on 
articles  in  lieu  of  X-ray  inspection. 

The  airline  will  be  responsible  for  training  the  em- 
ployees operating  the  equipment  to  detect  weapons, 
explosives  and  other  dangerous  articles.  It  also  will  be 
required  to  provide  them  with  personal  dosimeters  (a 
device  worn  by  operators  to  measure  radiation)  which 
must  be  checked  monthly  to  insure  that  the  employees 
are  not  being  subjected  to  abnormal  radiation  levels. 

The  airlines  have  been  using  X-ray  machines  since 
the  spring  of  1973  as  one  way  to  comply  with  an  FAA 
requirement  that  they  search  the  baggage  and  other 
items  that  passengers  intend  to  carry  on  board  with 
them.  They  also  are  required  to  screen  or  search  passen- 
gers, but  X-ray  machines  are  not  used  for  this.  In  1974, 
the  airlines,  using  their  passenger  and  luggage  screening 
procedures,  detected  and  confiscated  2,450  guns, 
14,928  explosives  and  ammunition  rounds  including  fire- 
works, 21,468  knives  and  28,864  other  potentially  dan- 
gerous articles. 

BILLBOARD  REMOVAL  UPDATE 

Some  321,000  billboards  have  been  removed  from 
the  Nation's  highways  in  the  last  three  years  under  the 
Federal  Highway  Administration's  Outdoor  Advertising 
Removal  Program.  In  that  period,  the  states  have  obli- 
gated 99  percent  of  the  nearly  $100  million  that  the 
Highway  Administration  has  released  to  them  for  control 
of  billboards. 

Actual  expenditures  to  date  include  $42  million  that 
has  been  paid  to  the  owners  of  the  outdoor  advertising 
as  compensation  for  removing  their  signs.  Provisions  of 
the  Highway  Beautification  Act  of  1965  prohibited  bill- 
boards within  660  feet  of  the  rights-of-way  of  federal- 
aid  interstate  and  primary  highways  outside  commercial 
and  industrial  areas. 

ENERGY-SAVING  TIP  Thinking  about  buying  a  new 
car?  Consider  the  savings  you'll  enjoy  by  selecting 
a  model  that  gets  good  gasoline  mileage.  Compare 
the  mileage  ratings  that  appear  on  labels  affixed  to 
new  cars,  or  consult  the  "1975  Gas  Mileage  Guide 
for  New  Car  Buyers."  Single  free  copies  of  this  pub- 
lication are  available  by  writing:  Consumer  Information, 
Pueblo,  Colorado  81009. 
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AUTOMOTIVE  JACK  STANDS 
FAIL  SAFETY  TEST 

Consumers  who  work  on   then   own  vehicles  ,\w  he 

Ing  u.hih'J  iii.ii  i  ertain  models  o(  automotive  |a<  k  standi 
may  fail  il  loaded  to  the  weight  rating  indicated  on  th«- 
label    rhe  warning  is  contained  in  i  Consumei  Protei 

tion  Bulletin  issued  In   HOI   !  National  Highwa)    Ir.illu 
Safety  Administration  (NI1TSA). 

The  Bulletin  reports  thai  ol  40  models  tested  9 
tailed  test  requirements.  To  date,  one  recall  has  been 
issued  by  a  manufacture!  involving  two  models  of  jack 
stands  manufactured  by  the  Pathfinder  Auto  Lamp  Co., 
marketed  under  a  variety  of  brand  names  and  model 
numbers.  NHTSA  has  started  investigating  all  models  that 
failed  test  requirements  and  is  asking  for  information 
from  owners  who  have  experienced  jack  stand  failures. 

The  purpose  of  the  Bulletin  is  to  inform  the  public 
of  the  safety  implications  of  automotive  jack  stands, 
particularly  those  that  failed  to  pass  the  NHTSA  tests. 
Safety  in  the  use  of  automotive  jack  stands  is  especially 
important  today  since  many  vehicle  owners  are  under- 
taking do-it-yourself  maintenance  on  their  cars. 

Automotive  jack  stands  are  used  to  support  auto- 
mobiles or  trucks  off  the  ground  in  order  to  perform 
service  and  maintenance  functions.  Stands  of  the  type 
subjected  to  NHTSA  testing  are  sold  through  chain 
stores  and  neighborhood  stores  handling  noncommercial 
grade  automotive  accessories. 

The  federal  safety  agency's  testing  program  involved 
40  jack  stand  models,  statically  loaded  until  the  rated 
load  was  attained  or  the  jack  stand  failed.  Failure  is 
defined  as  the  inabiity  of  the  jack  stand  to  support  the 
rated  load,  or  deformation  (compression)  of  Viinch  or  more 
while  the  load  was  applied.  The  NHTSA  determined  that 
some  jack  stands  are  of  poor  design,  while  others  have 
failed  because  of  inadequate  quality  control  of  material 
and  assembly  at  the  factory. 

The  9  jack  stands  that  failed  NHTSA  test  require- 
ments include  the  following  brand  names  and  models: 

..Wizard  A5030  (Western  Auto  Stores). 
..Drednaut  6-41601  (Auto  Specialties). 
..Riverside   61-5662    (Montgomery  Ward). 
..K-Mart  80511    (S.S.  Kresge). 
..Globe  Fabricated  JS-100. 
..Globe  Fabricated  JS-200. 
..Kar-Rite  1052. 

..Pathfinder  Auto  Lamp  Model  7224.  (Recalled  by 
manufacturer). 
...Pathfinder  Auto  Lamp  Model  8336.  (Recalled  by 

manufacturer). 
The  full  list  of  Pathfinder  brand  names  is  included 
in  the  Bulletin.  Pathfinder  Auto  Lamp  Company  has  as- 
sured the  NHTSA  that  corrective  measures  have  been 
taken  in  production  procedures  to  prevent  recurrence  of 
this  defect,  and  that  the  manufacturer  has  offered  pres- 
ent owners  new  labels  which  indicate  lower  ratings  and 
contain  a  new  list  of  safety  precautions.  Owners  of  the 
Pathfinder  model  jack  stands  are  urged  to  write  to  the 


manufacturei  foi  ■>  new  label   Such  rec,  fiould  in 

dlcate  the  model  numbei  "i  the  i  *  ind  should 

■  in    in     Labels,   Pathfindei   Auto   Lamp  Company, 

VVet  l     II.>v\.imI    Street      Nil.-.,     Illinois    60646 
Because  « > t   the  dangers  involved  in  improper  use  of 
|ach  stands,  NIIISA  slnuij'Jy  rec  ( •mmend'.  following  tl 

guidelines  when  purchasing  or  using  such  de% 

.  .  .Use  jai  k  si. mil-,  ih.it  .ire  lo.id  rated  by  the  manu- 
l.ic  turer. 

.  .  Inspect  these  stands  at  the  time  of  purchase  and 
periodically  during  use.  Look  for  cracks,  de- 
formation, missing  welds,  bent  pins,  etc. 

.  .  .  Know  the  load  (weight)  to  be  supported  and 
don't  overload. 

.  .  .  Use  only  in  pairs. 

.  .  .Support  the  vehicle  under  the  axle  or  frame  parts 
only.  Center  the  load  on  the  support  plate. 

.  .  .Use  jack  stands  only  on  flat,  level,  hard  surfaces. 

...Use  wheel  chocks  to  prevent  the  vehicle  from 
moving. 

...Lower  loads  slowly  onto  stands. 

.  .  .  Keep  bystanders  away  from  the  vehicle. 

...Do  not  work  under  the  vehicle  with  the  tires 
removed. 

...Do  not  use  the  stand  if  it  has  been  mistreated 
or  is  bent  or  corroded. 

CONSUMER  REQUEST 

Anyone  having  experienced  the  collapse  of  any 
brand  of  automotive  jack  stand  is  urged  to  report  the 
details  of  the  incident,  including  the  make,  model  and 
description  of  the  stand,  to  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Transportation.  This  information  is  vital  to  ongoing  in- 
vestigations of  this  matter  and  to  public  safety.  Such 
reports  should  be  mailed  to: 

Office  of  Consumer  Services,  N40-41 
National   Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration 
U.S.  Department  of  Transportation 
Washington,  D.C.  20590 

Copies  of  the  Consumer  Protection  Bulletin  are 
available  from  the  above  address. 

ENERGY-SAVING  TIP  If  public  transportation  isn't 
available  between  your  home  and  place  of  work,  try 
carpooling.  You'll  save  in  costs  for  auto  maintenance, 
and  parking  fees  as  well  as  gasoline. 


ENERGY-SAVING  TIP  When  driving,  try  to  anticipate 
signal  changes.  If  you  see  a  red  light  far  ahead,  lift 
your  foot  from  the  accelerator  immediately  and  coast 
to  the  intersection.  Maintaining  full  speed  and  then 
braking  at  the  last  minute  wastes  gasoline. 


ENERGY-SAVING  TIP  When  your  car  is  stopped  on  an 
incline,  "hold"  it  steady  with  the  brake,  not  with  the 
accelerator.  Using  the  accelerator  in  this  fashion 
causes  needless  engine  wear — and  wastes  gasoline! 
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BIKECENTENNIAL  ROUTE  MARKER 
APPROVED 

Approval  of  a  special  route  marker  design  for  a 
transcontinental  bike  route,  now  being  established  in 
commemoration  of  the  American  Revolution  Bicenten- 
nial, was  recently  announced  by  DOT's  Federal  Highway 
Administration. 

The  new  marker,  which  features  white  reflecting 
symbols  on  a  green  background,  has  been  designated  as 
an  experimental  sign  limited  for  optional  use  by  states 
on  the  main  arterial  of  the  Bikecentennial  National 
Bicycle  Route  which  transverses  the  continental  United 
States 


BIKE  ROUTE 


Conceived  and  established  by  Bikecentennial,  Inc., 
of  Missoula,  Montana  (a  nonprofit  corporation  involved 
in  the  coordination  of  the  research,  development  and 
acceptance  of  public  bicycle  routes),  the  Bikecentennial 
National  Bicycle  Route  will  cross  parts  of  Virginia,  West 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Illinois,  Missouri,  Kansas,  Colorado, 
Wyoming,   Idaho,  and  Oregon. 

The  new  bicycle  route  has  a  special  historical  signi- 
ficance in  that  it  will  parallel  or  cross  many  of  the  early 
pioneer  trails  used  for  the  exploration  and  settlement 
of  our  Nation.  Included  among  these  historic  pathways 
are  the  routes  of  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Expedition,  Santa 
Fe  Trail,  Oregon  Trail  and  Chisholm  Trail. 

Federal  Highway  Administrator  Norbert  T.  Tiemann, 
in  announcing  the  approval  of  the  new  route  marker, 
stated  that  "the  FHWA  is  particularly  proud  to  be  able 
to  approve  this  special  sign  for  it  serves  the  dual  purpose 
of  commemorating  our  Nation's  Bicentennial  and  pro- 
moting the  use  of  cycling  as  an  energy-efficient  trans- 
portation and  recreational  mode." 

"Furthermore,"  said  Administrator  Tiemann,  "we  are 
pleased  to  announce  that  costs  for  signing  the  Bikecen- 
tennial National  Bicycle  Route  as  well  as  other  costs  re- 
lated to  establishing  this  route  are  eligible  for  federal-aid 
funding." 

The  experimental  status  of  the  marker  will  lapse  on 
December  31,  1976.  At  that  time  an  approved  national 
trail  blazer  sign  will  replace  the  experimental  sign  to 
mark  this  route  and  all  other  interstate  bike  routes. 

Interested  organizations  and  associations  may  ob- 
tain detailed  drawings  and  dimensional  information  on 
the  new  marker  by  contacting  FHWA's  Office  of  Traffic 
Operations,  Traffic  Control  System  Division  (HTO-21), 
Washington,  D.C  20590,  or  by  calling  (202)  426-0411. 


NEW  DEFECT  INVESTIGATION,  RECALL 
INFORMATION  SYSTEM  ANNOUNCED 

A  new  program  to  furnish  American  consumers 
more  timely  and  accurate  information  on  investigations 
of  auto  defects  and  the  recall  of  tires  and  motor  vehicles 
has  been  announced  as  the  result  of  cooperative  efforts 
between  private  industry  and  the  Federal  Government. 

Resulting  from  several  months  of  cooperative  effort 
by  Mrs.  Virginia  Knauer,  Special  Assistant  to  the  Presi- 
dent for  Consumer  Affairs,  the  National  Highway  Traffic 
Safety  Administration  (NHTSA),  the  Motor  Vehicle  Manu- 
facturers' Association,  and  the  Tire  Industry  Safety  Coun- 
cil, the  information  system  will  work  through  state  and 
local  consumer  offices,  tied  directly  into  federal  and 
industry  information  sources,  to  bring  information  on 
recalls  and  defects  to  consumers  as  quickly  as  investiga- 
tive results  are  available.  Consumers  who  regularly  apply 
to  local  service  offices  for  help  and  guidance  will  find 
a  completely  new  source  of  detailed  hazard-warnings 
available  to  them. 

At  a  recent  briefing  on  the  program,  officials  from 
the  Motor  Vehicle  Manufacturers'  Association  and  the 
Tire  Industry  Safety  Council  explained  the  cooperative 
agreements  and  procedures  by  which  information  from 
industry  sources,  as  well  as  from  government  sources, 
will  be  distributed  in  the  new  program. 

State  and  local  consumer  offices  participating  in  the 
system  will  be  regularly  supplied  with  all  tire  recall 
notices,  all  motor  vehicle  and  equipment  Consumer 
Protection  Bulletins,  and  a  monthly  listing  of  NHTSA's 
investigations  on  auto  defects  newly  opened,  newly 
completed,  and  those  still  in  progress.  Local  offices  will 
be  able  to  publicize  this  information  as  their  resources 
permit,  or  will  be  in  a  position  to  provide  detailed 
hazard-warnings  to  consumers  who  seek  help. 

MOST  RADIOACTIVE  MATERIALS 
BANNED  ON  PASSENGER  FLIGHTS 

DOT's  Federal  Aviation  Administration,  tightening 
its  regulations  governing  the  shipment  of  hazardous 
materials  by  air,  has  banned  all  radioactive  materials 
from  passenger-carrying  flights  except  those  intended  for 
medical  or  research  use. 

Effective  May  3,  1975,  only  those  radioactive  mate- 
rials "intended  for  use  in,  or  incident  to,  research  or 
medical  diagnosis  or  treatment"  can  be  shipped  on  pas- 
senger-carrying aircraft  in  air  commerce.  The  term 
"research"  has  been  defined  by  FAA  to  include  medical 
research  together  with  investigations  and  experiments 
aimed  at  the  discovery  of  new  theories  or  laws  as  well 
as  their  revision. 

The  new,  more-restrictive  requirements  also  provide 
that  no  such  material  can  be  accepted  for  shipment  on 
passenger  aircraft  unless  it. carries  a  signed  statement  by 
the  shipper  that  it  is  intended  for  medical  or  research 
use.  In  addition,  the  materials  must  be  packaged  in  con- 
formance with  existing  FAA  safety  standards  to  prevent 
any  leakage  in  transit. 
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Citizens'  Committee  Advises  DOT 

on  Railroad  Terminal  Reuse   (continued  from  page  1) 

TRAVELER  CONVENIENCE  AND  COMFORT 

And,  to  lid  consumei  convenience  ind  comfort  in 
the  terminals  the  Committee  recommended  tin-  follow- 
ing be  included  in  demonstration  programs 

•  A  comprehensive  Information  system  under 
which  all  reasonable  questions  oi  the  traveler  can 
be  answered  about  transportation  services  and  visi- 
tor facilities. 

•  Plans  to  show  the  traveler  step  by  step  how 
to  proceed  through  the  intermodal  system. 

•  Improvement  ol  passenger  services  in  such 
areas  as  ticketing  and  baggage  handling,  with  one 
ticket  required  for  a  variety  of  modes  used  on  a 
single  trip;  child  care  facilities;  an  adequate  num- 
ber of  free  restroom  facilities  and  comfortable  rest 
areas. 

•  A  system  for  adequate  passenger  safety. 


MEETING   PARTICIPANTS 

The  meeting!  the  first  held  outside  Washington,  D  I 
was  hosted  by  tin-  Port  "i  Seattle  (Washington)   a  poi 
iion  oi  the  program  was  devoted  to  presentatioi 
Port  itaft  members  on  plans  to  convert  Seattle's  hlstorii 

Union    Station    U)    an    inteunodal    transportation    terminal 

The  Committee  heard  similai  presentations  by  repre- 
sentatives i.i  the  Cities  of  Boston,  S.m  Diego,  and  Dallas 
on  plans  in  those  cities  to  convert  terminals  to  inter- 
modal use.  Representatives  of  Amtrak,  Greyhound,  and 

Trailways    participated    in    Committee    dis.  ion 

cerning  carrier  interests  and  needs  in  intermodal  trans- 
portation planning,  and  representatives  of  Seattle's 
International  District,  Skid  Road  Community  Council, 
Seattle  Metro,  and  Puget  Sound  Governmental  Confer- 
ence also  participated,  outlining  the  extent  of  community 
participation  in  planning  for  the  conversion  of  Union 
Station. 

DOT  RESPONDS 

In  responding  to  the  Committee's  recommendations, 
then  Acting  Secretary  of  Transportation  John  Barnum 
said,  "You  will  be  pleased  to  know  that  the  regulations 
as  drafted  reflect  your  major  recommendations,  particu- 
larly the  emphasis  on  facilitating  passenger  processing 
between  modes  by  inter-line  ticketing,  baggage  handling, 
and  schedule  coordination.  The  regulations  also  require 
that  applicants  document  participation  in  the  planning 
process.  While  the  regulations  do  not  specifically  address 
such  items  as  passenger  safety,  adequate  signage,  and 
provisions  for  the  transportation  disadvantaged,  these 
are  generally  applicable  Departmental  objectives  and 
will   be  applied  during   the  project  selection   process." 

Draft  regulations  to  implement  the  legislation  were 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  in  early  March.  Inter- 
ested persons  were  asked  to  comment  on  the  proposed 
regulations  by| April  1 5.  All  material  received  by  that  dead- 
line for  comment  will  have  been  considered  by  the 
Federal  Railroad  Administration  before  it  issues  the  regu- 
lations in  final  form. 


In  Union  Station's  main  waiting  room,  Committee  members 
hear  of  Seattle's  plans  to  convert  the  station  to  an  intermodal 
transportation  terminal.  (Port  of  Seattle) 


At  close  of  meeting,  DOT  Director  of  Consumer  Affairs  Ann 
Uccello  presents  certificates  of  appreciation  to  retiring  Com- 
mittee members  (I  to  r)  Ki  Suh  Park,  Alan  Warner  and  Henry 
Acchione.  (Port  of  Seattle) 
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FAA  CONTINUES  BAN  ON  PORTABLE 

ELECTRONIC  CALCULATORS  ON 

AIRLINERS 

DOT's  Federal  Aviation  Administration  has  decided 
to  continue  its  ban  on  the  use  of  portable  electronic  cal- 
culators on  airline  aircraft  because  of  possible  interfer- 
ence with  on-board  navigational  equipment.  The  ban 
also  applies  to  other  aircraft  operating  under  instrument 
flight  rules  (IFR).  The  Air  Transport  Association  of  Amer- 
ica had  petitioned  the  FAA  to  lift  the  ban  saying  its 
member  airlines  had  received  numerous  requests  from 
both  passengers  and  crew  members  to  use  these  devices 
in  flight. 

FAA  said  tests  show  that  the  effect  of  portable  elec- 
tronic calculators  on  navigation  equipment  varies  with 
different  models  in  different  aircraft.  However,  it  added, 
the  test  results  are  "inconclusive  and  conflicting"  and 
there  is  no  evidence  that  all  calculators  can  be  safely 
used  in  all  aircraft. 

FAA  noted  that  there  are  documented  incidents 
showing  that  operation  of  certain  calculators  has  caused 
interference  with  ADF  (automatic  direction  finding)  and 
VOR  (omni  range  receivers)  navigation  equipment  in  air- 
craft. In  addition,  the  agency  continued,  there  is  no 
means  of  anticipating  the  characteristics  of  future  and 
less  expensive  calculators  that  may  be  introduced  on 
the  market. 

FAA's  rule  prohibiting  the  operation  of  portable 
electronic  devices  aboard  aircraft  flying  under  instrument 
flight  rules  does  not  apply  to  portable  voice  recorders, 
hearing  aids,  heart  pacemakers,  electric  shavers  or  any 
other  portable  electronic  device  that  the  aircraft  opera- 
tor or  pilot-in-command  determines  will  not  cause  in- 
terference with  the  navigation  or  communication  system 
of  the  aircraft. 

COAST  GUARD  ISSUES  WARNING  ON 
PERSONAL  FLOTATION  DEVICES 

With  summer  approaching,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
has  warned  all  recreational  boaters  that  wearable  per- 
sonal flotation  devices  (PFD's),  such  as  life  jackets,  life 
preservers  and  special  purpose  devices,  should  be  pur- 
chased according  to  the  size  of  the  wearer. 

Personal  flotation  devices  should  fit  the  individual 
without  any  major  adjustments  in  order  to  provide  the 
proper  buoyancy  for  the  wearer.  For  example,  types  I, 
II  and  III  PFD's  are  intended  to  aid  the  wearer  in  keep- 
ing his  head  above  water.  Any  alterations  to  the  device 
by  the  potential  user,  aside  from  rendering  the  device 
nonapproved,  could  very  well  void  the  designed  buoy- 
ancy characteristic. 

"Selection  according  to  the  size  of  the  wearer  is 
most  important,"  says  Rear  Admiral  John  F.  Thompson, 
Chief  of  the  Office  of  Boating  Safety.  "This  is  definitely 
one  case  where  the  bigger  the  better  is  not  necessarily 
true.  All  PFD  manufacturers  must  design  PFD's  according 
to  size  specifications  and  all  recreational  boaters  should 
pay  close  attention  to  size  requirements  posted  on  each 
PFD  for  proper  fitting  to  the  user." 


DATA  ON  UNCORRECTED  RECALLED 
VEHICLES  NOW  AVAILABLE 

Wondering  if  the  previous  owner  of  that  used  car 
you  just  bought  or  are  about  to  buy  neglected  to  get  a 
safety-related  defect  repaired  or  corrected?  If  so,  a  new 
program  of  the  Department  of  Transportation's  National 
Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration  (NHTSA)  may  be 
of  interest  to  you. 

The  service  applies  only  to  motor  vehicles  which 
have  been  subject  to  recalls  since  January  1974,  and 
which  had  not  been  corrected  as  of  the  ninth  month 
following  the  start  of  the  recall  campaign.  Accordingly, 
the  system  does  not  include  information  about  vehicles 
recalled  before  January  1974,  and  at  this  time  does  not 
include  information  about  vehicles  recalled  after  Septem- 
ber 1974. 

NHTSA  has  established  a  computerized  listing  of 
vehicle  identification  numbers  (VINs)  supplied  by  all 
auto  manufacturers  which  will  identify  automobiles  that 
have  been  recalled  since  January  1974,  but  remain  un- 
corrected in  the  manufacturers'  records  as  of  the  ninth 
month  in  each  recall  campaign. 

A  telephone  or  mail  inquiry  to  NHTSA  supplying 
the  VIN  will,  in  most  cases,  bring  a  response  within  24 
hours.  There  is  no  charge  for  single  vehicle  information 
requests.  The  telephone  number  is  (202)  426-0670.  Mail 
inquiries  should   be  addressed  to: 

Office  of  Consumer  Services  (N40-41) 
National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration 
U.S.    Department   of  Transportation 
Washington,  D.C.  20590 

MORE  COMFORTABLE  SAFETY  BELTS? 

Concern  over  the  expected  decline  in  the  use  of 
safety  belts  has  led  the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety 
Administration  to  issue  a  call  to  the  automotive  industry 
to  make  belts  easier  to  use  and  more  comfortable  to 
wear. 

In  letters  to  the  major  motor  vehicle  manufacturers, 
NHTSA  Administrator  Dr.  James  Gregory  called  for  a 
voluntary  cooperative  effort  by  the  industry  to  improve 
belt  systems. 

As  a  result  of  recent  legislation  that  precluded  re- 
quirements for  starter  interlock  systems  and  continuous 
reminder  buzzers  from  being  installed  in  cars  as  safety 
belt  use-inducers,  it  is  expected  that  safety  belt  usage  in 
new  model  cars  will  decline  sharply.  Because  discomfort 
and  inconvenience  are  the  most  frequently  cited  reasons 
for  not  wearing  belts,  NHTSA  believes  that  this  antic- 
ipated drop  in  usage  can  be  partially  offset  if  the  belt 
systems  in  new  cars  are  made  more  comfortable  and 
easier  to  use. 

Enclosed  with  the  letters  was  a  research  report  con- 
taining specific  data  and  recommendations  designed  to 
improve  safety  belts.  The  recently  completed  study,  con- 
ducted by  Man  Factors,  Inc.,  of  San  Diego,  Calif.,  com- 
pared various  safety  belt  systems  in  use  in  current  model 
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cars   i>>  one  designed   i>\    the  contractoi   In   terms  «>i 

COITtfbrl    .mil    i  onvfinrin  c      Ihe     results    showed     lh.it    .1 

sample  ol  drivers    representative  o(  •■  broad  rang 
body  dimensions   preferred  the  contractor's  bell  system 
ovei  .ill  othei  systems  tested,  by  i  significant  margin. 

NHTSA   wants    Id   encourage   .1   cooperative   Industry 

effort  to  help  counteract  the  Impending  belt-usage  re- 
duction  by  making  bettei  bell  systems  available  as  soon 
as  possible.  Some  of  the  changes  recommended  in  this 
report  would  be  minor  and,  it  introduced  In  the*  imme- 
diate future,  could  increase  belt  usage  at  minimal  cost. 
Other  recommended  changes  requiring  more  extensive 
modifications  could  be  introduced  in  later  models. 

While  noting  that  the  industry  had,  in  some  cases, 
made  improvements  in  the  belt  systems  in  1975  model 
automobiles,  Gregory  said  there  is  room  for  further  im- 
provement that  could  result  in  a  substantial  benefit  to 
traffic  safety. 

ENERGY-SAVING  TIP  A  faulty  automatic  choke  wastes 
gasoline.  If  your  car  continues  to  idle  "fast"  after  a 
reasonable  warm-up  period,  have  the  choke  adjusted. 
National   Crackdown 

on  Odometer  Tampering  (continued  from  page  1) 
"co  bung  cm  ena  to  this  practice  and  to  push  for  strict 
enforcement  of  the  state  and  federal  laws  prohibiting 
it."  He  pointed  out  that  turning  back  a  vehicle's  odome- 
ter before  reselling  it  to  the  unsuspecting  consumer  not 
only  short-changes  him  by  misrepresenting  vehicle  age 
and  value,  "it  may  often  disguise  thousands  of  miles  of 
heavy  use  and  present  a  dangerously  worn  out  vehicle 
as  practically  new." 

NHTSA's  invitation  to  36  state  attorneys  general  in- 
cluded a  circular  by  which  the  auto  dealers  of  each  state 
may  be  asked  to  join  in  the  project.  Federal  law  pro- 
hibits the  alteration  of  motor  vehicle  odometers,  NHTSA 
pointed  out,  and  requires  the  seller  of  a  vehicle  to  pro- 
vide an  Odometer  Disclosure  Statement  (written  state- 
ment of  true  mileage  reading)  to  each  buyer  when 
ownership  is  transferred.  If  the  correct  mileage  is  un- 
known, a  written  statement  to  that  effect  is  required 
under  the  same  law. 

The  federal  safety  agency  intends  to  give  wide  pub- 
licity to  the  requirements  of  the  federal  law  and  to  the 
fact  that  any  dealer  or  private  seller  who  violates  it  in 
order  to  cheat  a  buyer,  may  be  sued  in  federal  or  state 
courts  for  treble  damages,  or  $1,500,  whichever  is 
greater.  At  the  same  time,  NHTSA's  appeal  to  the  36 
states  with  anti-tampering  laws  of  their  own  in  force,  and 
to  the  Nation's  auto  dealers,  will  serve  notice  that  a 
vigorous  program  of  enforcement  will  be  the  next  step. 

NHTSA  has  obtained  assurances  of  support  for  this 
program  from  the  National  Automobile  Dealers  Associa- 
tion and  the  Dealers  Council  for  Safety  and  Mobility. 

The  Administrator  described  the  new  state-federal 
drive  against  odometer  cheating  as  "a  program  every 
responsible  auto  dealer  should  welcome  and  support." 
It  is  the  few,  he  said,  who  prey  on  the  buyer  and  tend  to 
destroy  public  faith  in  thousands  of  conscientious  dealers. 
"We  intend  to  come  down  hard  on  the  problem  and  we 
are  asking  the  states  to  join  us." 


Double  up, 
America. 


Two  can  ride  cheaper 
than  one. 

If  you  drive  to  work  by  yourself, 
you're  spending  twice  as  much  money 
on  commuting  as  you  should. 

That's  too  much. 
Cut  it  in  half.  Take  a  friend. 
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MEMBERS  APPOINTED  TO 
CITIZENS'  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


NEW  CONSUMER  SAFETY  BOOKLETS 
ON  1975  CARS  AND  MOTORCYCLES 


A  new  chairman  and  nine  new  members  have  been 
appointed  to  DOT's  Citizens'  Advisory  Committee  on 
Transportation  Quality.  The  Committee  evaluates  DOT 
programs,  recommends  transportation  initiatives  and  acts 
as  a  citizens'  sounding  board  for  the  Department.  The 
21-member  Committee,  whose  members  are  appointed 
by  the  Secretary  of  Transportation,  reports  its  findings  to 
the  Secretary  through  the  Assistant  Secretary  for  Environ- 
ment, Safety,  and  Consumer  Affairs.  The  Department's 
Office  of  Consumer  Affairs  acts  as  liaison  between  DOT 
and  the  Committee.  Members  serve  a  maximum  term 
of  three  years. 

Appointed  chairman  of  the  Committee  is  George  M. 
Jones  of  San  Rafael,  Calif.  He  replaces  Ki  Suh  Park  of 
Los  Angeles,  Calif.,  whose  term  expired  in  December. 

Newly  appointed  members  are  Joan  Aron  of  New 
York,  N.Y.;  Jesse  Hill,  Jr.  of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  James  E.  Kellum 
of  Grand  Prairie,  Texas;  Mary  Kilbourne  of  Pocatello, 
Idaho;  James  R.  Martin  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Samuel  A. 
Martinez  of  Costa  Mesa,  Calif.;  Frances  McElherne  of 
Ames,  Iowa;  Kenneth  Sherwood  of  New  York,  N.Y.;  and 
Eleanor  Wolf  of  Round  Lake,  III. 

Continuing  members  are  William  K.  Boardman  of 
Ketchikan,  Alaska;  Dorothea  Brennan  of  New  Haven, 
Conn.;  Holm  Bursum,  III,  of  Socorro,  N.M.;  Ruth  J. 
Ellis  of  Atlanta,  Ga.;  Mary  Nell  Garrison  of  Austin,  Texas; 
Juanita  Greene  of  Miami,  Fla.;  Claud  R.  McCamment  of 
Topeka,  Kan.;  John  W.  Ormond  of  New  Orleans,  La.; 
Frank  N.  Piasecki  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.;  Willard  E.  Robert- 
son of  New  Orleans,  La;  and  Vincent  Scoper  of  Laurel, 
Miss. 


Publication  of  three  consumer  booklets  comparing 
performance  levels  on  brakes,  tire  reserve  load,  and  ac- 
celeration and  passing  ability  for  1975  model  passenger 
cars  and  motorcycles  was  recently  announced  by  DOT. 

Compiled  by  the  National  Highway  Traffic  Safety 
Administration  (NHTSA),  the  booklets  are  designed  to 
help  prospective  buyers  in  comparing  certain  safety  fea- 
tures among  the  models  they  may  wish  to  purchase. 
Data  are  based  on  information  furnished  by  domestic 
and  foreign  manufacturers. 

Braking  performance  information  is  based  on  the 
distance  in  feet  required  to  bring  the  vehicle  to  a  full 
stop  from  a  speed  of  60  miles  per  hour.  Best  and  worst 
performance  involving  all  1975  car  models  range  from 
164  to  250  feet.  Comparable  figures  for  motorcycles 
range  from  130  to  210  feet. 

Tire  reserve  load  is  a  measurement  of  the  safe 
carrying  capacity  of  a  vehicle's  tires  beyond  the  full 
passenger  loading.  Comparison  figures  are  given  as  a 
percentage  of  the  fully  loaded  vehicle's  weight.  Figures 
rank  from  a  best  performance  of  26.00  percent  to  zero 
percent. 

All  three  publications  are  available  from  the  Super- 
intendent of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  The  volume  covering  brakes  costs 
$1.10,  the  tire  volume  is  $1.20,  and  the  acceleration  and 
passing  volume  is  $1.35. 

ENERGY-SAVING  TIP  Now  that  the  winter  driving 
season  is  over  in  many  parts  of  the  country,  be  sure 
to  remove  the  snow  tires  from  your  car.  Snow  tires 
reduce  gasoline  mileage. 


The  Secretary  of  Transportation  has  determined  that  the  publication  of  this  periodical  is  necessary  in  the  transaction  of  the  public 
business  required  by  law  of  this  Department.  Use  of  funds  for  printing  this  periodical  has  been  approved  by  the  Director  of  the  Office 
of  Management  and  Budget  through  August  30,  7975. 
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